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It is anticipated that, as a general guideline, accelerant detection canines should be able 
to work for approximately ten (10) years.  Ongoing evaluation of the canine will 
determine any need to replace the canine earlier if necessary.  Once a canine reaches 
retirement age or can no longer perform required duties, the following procedure will be 
followed: 
 
• The canine will first be offered to the handler at minimal cost.  The handler shall 

be notified in writing and given at least ten (10) days to respond.   
• If the handler does not wish to take the canine, it may then be offered to any 

other employee within the Department.   
• A transfer of ownership (see Accelerant Detection Canine Transfer Form) must 

be completed to transfer Departmental canines to employees.   
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