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'--" MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
AND

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY
AND FIRE PROTECTION

BACKGROUND

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is made and entered into
by and between the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection,
hereinafter called CAL FIRE, and the California Department of Water Resources,
hereinafter called DWR. This MOU establishes procedures between DWR and
CAL FIRE for flood~fightoperations in response to emergency incidents, and
DWR support of CAL FIRE on wildland fires.
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RECITALS

The California Water Code assigns specific operations and
maintenance, as well as emergency service responsibilities, to DWR.
Included is the task of providing responses to flood emergencies along
various reaches of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River System. In
addition, in times of extraordinary stress and of disaster where damage
to watershed lands by forest fires has created an imminent threat of
floods and damage by water, mud, or debris upon the occurrence of
storms, DWR may perform any work required or take any remedial
measures necessary to avert, alleviate, repair, or restore damage or
destruction to property having a general public and State interest and
to protect the health, safety, convenience, and welfare of the general
public of the State. Periodically, during limited periods of time, DWR
personnel, materials, and facilities are insufficient to fully meet this
requirement.

Flood emergencies require a rapid, efficient, and coordinated response
to prevent or minimize catastrophic losses to the public, the
environment, and property. This often requires a coordinated
response from State, Federal, and/or Local Agencies.

The CAL FIRE is responsible for the fire protection, fire prevention,
maintenance, and enhancement of the State's forest, range, and brush
land resources, contract fire protection, associated emergency
services, and assistance in civil disasters and other non~fire
emergencies through Public Resources Code Section 713.
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Wildland fires require a rapid, efficient, and coordinated response to
minimize their effects on the public, the environment, and property.
This often requires a coordinated response from State, Federal, and/or
Local Agencies.

The Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) is the
State system for managing a multiple jurisdictional response for flood,
fire, and other emergencies within California. In the field, the Incident
Command System (ICS), a component of the SEMS, is used for
managing a flood or fire incident involving multiple jurisdictions.

DWR and CAL FIRE each recognize that coordination between the two
agencies is necessary to address pre-emergency flood prevention
activities, flood-fight operations in response to emergency incidents,
and DWR support of CAL FIRE on wildland fires.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and conditions
herein made, it is agreed as follows:
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

To ensure effective utilization of the SEMS and ICS, DWR may
participate in existing internal CAL FIRE ICS training, as class space
permi~. '

CAL FIRE and DWR will pre-designate SEMS/ICS staff and conduct
necessary drills utilizing the SEMS/ICS.

Interagency Cooperation. This MOU is evidence of the level of
cooperation and integration between the DWR and CAL FIRE during
flood and fire emergencies in California. However, changes will
continue to occur over the duration of this Agreement, as well as many
daily issues that cannot be addressed in such a document. Resolution
of those changes and issues will be resolved in a mutually acceptable
manner between the involved parties.

CAL FIRE RESPONSE TO FLOOD INCIDENTS

(4)(a) DWR is responsible for providing flood response services to the State
of California, including the Central Valley and the Delta. DWR staff will
coordinate with the Resources Agency and the Governor's Office to
determine when pre-deployment of flood-fight personnel is required.
Under this MOU, to assist in these efforts, CAL FIRE may provide
available personnel, equipment, and other resources of the kinds and
amount requested by DWR to support flood-fight operations.
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(b) When the need for flood-fighting personnel is determined, DWR will

request through the CAL FIRE Fire Protection Headquarters Duty
Chief at (916) 327-3063, available personnel and/or equipment for
placement on standby status, advance placement deployment, or
emergency flood-fighting work. The DWR representative making the
request will reference this MOU.

(c) DWR may request resources in the form of crews, emergency
management teams, field kitchens, or other items defined in the usual
CAL FIRE fire practice. If DWR orders such resources, CAL.FIRE and
DWR shall mutually agree, prior to deployment of the resources, on the
staffing level and anticipated scope of equipment and materials
required. On the basis of that agreement, CAL FIRE may procure all
personnel, equipment, and materials required and shall document the
costs thereof.

DWR RESPONSE TO WILDLAND FIRES
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(5)(a) CAL FIRE is responsible for providing wildland fire protection to State
Responsibility Areas under California Public Resources Code Sections
4125 to 4127. Under this MOU, to assist in these efforts, DWR may
provide personnel, equipment, and other resources of the kinds and
amount requested by CAL FIRE to support emergency wildland fire
suppression on lands protected by CAL FIRE.

When the need for DWR wildland fire support is determined, CAL FIRE
may request through the Emergency Preparedness & Security.
Manager, at (916) 654-6135, or the Flood Operations Center at (916)
574-2619, available personnel, equipment, or facilities for placement
on standby status, advance placement deployment, or emergency
wildland fire suppression support. The CAL FIRE representative
making the request will reference this MOU.

(b) CAL FIRE may request available resources in the form of ICS position
qualified personnel, facilities and equipment, or other resources. If
CAL FIRE orders such resources, DWR and CAL FIRE shall mutually
agree, prior to deployment of the resources, on the staffing level and
anticipated scope of equipment and materials required. On the basis
of that agreement, DWR may procure all personnel, equipment, and
material required and shall document the cost thereof.

REIMBURSEMENT COSTS
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(6)(a) The supporting agency will be reimbursed by the supported agency for
all added expenditures attributable to the incident or work activity
(including, but not limited to: overtime, applicable differentials,
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employee benefit costs, travel, and subsistence related to the
response). Reimbursement shall be based on the normal prevailing
rates at the time of the request. These costs shall be computed in
accordance with State Administrative Manual Section 8752 and
8752.1. Nothing herein contained shall preclude advance payments
pursuant to Article 1, Chapter 3, Part 1, Division 3, Title 2, Government
Code.

(b) On incidents where costs are incurred pursuant to the terms of this
MOU, the supporting party shall submit an invoice for reimbursement,
in triplicate, as soon as possible, but no later than five months after the
incident response has been demobilized or work completed. This
invoice identified by incident name and appropriate order number if an
incident, or work activity if not an incident, and will be adequately
documented. Documentation will have sufficient information to
determine the amount billed and related to the work performed. A
separate invoice will be submitted for each incident or work activity. If
the total cost is not known at the time of initial billing, then a partial bill,
so identified, may be submitted. A final bill, so identified, will be issued
when all costs are known, but in no case should this be more than five
months after incid~nt demobilization.

~
(c) CAL FIRE If DWR deems it necessary to task CAL FIRE's vendors
for services, it shall do so through GAL FIRE and reimburse CAL FIRE
for costs incurred from vendors.

(d) All bills for services provided to DWR will be mailed to the following
address for payment:

Department of Water Resources
Accounting Office
1416 Ninth Street
Post Office Box 942836
Sacramento, California 94236-0001

(e) All bills for services provided to CAL FIRE will be mailed to the
following address for payment:

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Accounting Office
1416 Ninth Street
Post Office Box 944246
Sacramento, California 94244-2460

-.-'
(f) Due to the nature of this Agreement, it is impractical to encumber funds

until an estimate of the cost of the needed emergency support resources
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can be made. Based on the best estimate of costs, every effort will be
made to locate and encumber adequate funds before ordering support
resources. Utilization of this Agreement is conditioned upon the
availability of funding for support resources on a reimbursement basis.
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MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(7)(a) Limitations: Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted to conflict
with or be inconsistent with any federal or State statute, regulation, or
other provision of law applicable to the CAL FIRE or DWR.
Furthermore, this Agreement does not constitute a delegation of any
authority by either party to the other.

(b) Employment Policy: It is agreed that employees of the parties to this
MOU shall at all times be subject only to the laws, regulations, and
rules governing their employment, regardless of agency, and shall not
be entitled to compensation or other benefits of any kind other than
specifically provided by the terms of their employment.

(c) Indemnification: The parties shall indemnify and hold harmless each
other against any and all claims made against the parties arising from
their lawful actions under this Agreement.

' /
(d) Duration of MOU: The term of this MOU shall commence on the date

last signed below and shall remain in effect until terminated, in writing,
by either DWR or CAL FIRE.

(e) Cancellation of Amendments Procedure: This MOU may be canceled
by either party by providing 30 days prior written notice to the other
party, or may be amended at any time by written mutual consent of the
parties involved.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this MOU.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY

AND FIR~ECTION

£~
Ken Pimlot( Assistant Deputy Director
Cooperative Fire, Training and Safety

IO;;~Date /
"'-'

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER
RESOURCES

~~~Keith Swa son, Acting Chief
Division of Flood Management

Itli/t?1
Date ' I


