
PROCEDURE NO. 508:  Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA),  Fire Management Assistance Grant Program (FMAG) (8100) 
(July 2010) 
 
The Fire Management Assistance Grant (FMAG) Program is a function of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act that is administered by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Requests for assistance under this 
program must be submitted to FEMA through each states Governor’s Authorized 
Representative (GAR).  The GAR for California is the California Emergency 
Management Agency (CAL EMA).  The Fire Management Assistance Grant (FMAG) – 
Initial Request EMA Form F-158 should be submitted for  Wildland fires, in either SRA 
or LRA, that exhibit a threat of a major disaster and/or that have a potential for such a 
severity and magnitude that the resulting damage may be eligible as a disaster 
declaration. Requests for assistance must be submitted during the time period when the 
threat is most serious and the potential for damage the greatest.  Therefore, the 
“window of opportunity” is so Units and incident commanders must consider submission 
of an FMAG request early into the incident so that time lags will not cause the actual 
FEMA review to occur after the danger has passed.  This is a critical component to an 
approval or a denial.  Refer to the “FMAG Critical Considerations, Key Points and 
Submission Check List” for assistance in determining if an incident meets FMAG 
eligibility and for directions on filling out the FMAG Initial Request (ABC form) as well as 
documents that must accompany the request. 
 
Responsibilities and Action 
 
Unit ECC 
 
1. Notify Unit Duty Chief when: 
 

a) Incident Commander requests FMAG initiation, or; 
 

b) If a fire is threatening structures and may meet the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), Fire Management Assistance Grant Program 
(FMAG) “Declaration Criteria.” 

 
i) Declaration Criteria: 
 

1) Threat to lives and improved property, including threats to critical 
facilities/infrastructure, and watershed areas; 

 
2) Availability of state and local firefighting resources (Severe Drawdown); 

 
3) High fire danger conditions, as indicated by nationally accepted indices, 

exist and presents current and predicted erratic fire behavior 
(substantiated by RAWS data or weather predictions); 

 
4) Potential major economic impact. 
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2. Complete FMAG package consisting of an Fire Management Assistance Grant  

(FMAG) ABC form (CAL EMA F-158), current local RAWS printout, a weather 
forecast and an incident map depicting threats. If needed, obtain assistant from 
Region CC and/or Sacramento CC to complete the FMAG Application Package. 

 
3. Submit completed FMAG package to: 
 

a) Region Command Center, and; 
 
b) SAC Command Center, and; 
 
c) CAL EMA Warning Center: 

 
E-Mail:   warning_center@Cal EMA.ca.gov  
FAX:    (916)845-8910 
Confirm Receipt:** (916)845-8911 
 
** After FMAG application has been sent to CAL EMA Warning Center, it is 
important that a call is made to the Warning Center to confirm receipt of the 
application and forwarding to the CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer. 
 

4. Complete and post an ICS 209 as soon as practicable that reflects the incident 
situation but not later than the normal timeframes required for the ICS 209. Notify 
Region OCC that the ICS 209 has been posted.   
 

 
Unit Duty Chief 

 
1. Obtain complete briefing of situation on incident by Incident Command/Agency 

Rep./ECC and anticipate questions regarding conditions qualifying for FMAG. 
 

a) Make positive contact with Region Duty Chief when the FMAG application 
package is being developed.  

 
b) Obtain information or documentation requested by the Region Duty Chief. 

 
c) Remain available for possible CAL FIRE/CAL EMA FMAG Application 

Conference Call and inquiries from the CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer 
on the Unit’s FMAG application. 

 
d) Provide updated information during Conference Call or obtain requested 

information or documentation and submit to requesting party. 
 
2. Advise Region Duty Chief when the FMAG application has been submitted to CAL 

EMA Warning Center. 
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3. Contact Incident Command/Agency Rep. regarding FMAG Approval or Denial. 
 
 
Region OCC  
 
1. Facilitate copy of FMAG application for Region Duty Chief, if necessary. 
 
2. Notify Sacramento CC of FMAG initiation. 
 
3. Verify that the ICS 209 has been posted. 
 
 
Region Duty Chief 
 
1. Obtain complete briefing of situation on incident by Unit Duty Chief and anticipate 

questions regarding conditions qualifying for FMAG. 
 

a) Contact Sacramento Duty Chief and advise of possible FMAG request. 
 
b) Obtain information or documentation requested by the Sacramento Duty Chief. 

 
c) Capture information needed for FMAG report including Region situation at time 

of filing, other fires burning, acres, weather conditions, available resources. 
 

2. Make positive contact with Sacramento Duty Chief when the FMAG application has 
been sent to CAL EMA Warning Center and give full updated briefing of incident. 

 
a) Remain available for possible CAL FIRE/CAL EMA FMAG Application 

Conference Call. 
 
b) Provide updated information during Conference Call or obtain requested 

information or documentation and submit to requesting party. 
 

c) Make contact with Unit Duty Chief to advise of FMAG conference call, when 
scheduled, and provide any questions that will be asked during this call. 

 
3. Verify that the ICS 209 has been posted and notify the Sacramento Duty Chief. 
 
4. Contact Unit Duty Chief regarding FMAG Approval or Denial. 
 
Sacramento CC 
 
1. Facilitate positive contact with the Sacramento Duty Chief. 
 
2. If needed assist Unit / Region CC’s with FMAG package preparation.  
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Sacramento Duty Chief 
 
1. Complete a summary email and forward to the Sacramento Duty Chief Notification 

mailing list. 
 
2. Contact Deputy Chief State and Federal Programs, or Alternate regarding potential 

incident that may qualify for the FMAG program.   
 
3. Contact CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer to advise of possible FMAG 

application. 
 
4. Make positive contact with CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer to confirm that 

the FMAG application was received and determine if there is a need to schedule a 
FMAG conference call.  

 
If CAL EMA needs additional information or clarification, facilitate a conference call 
on CAL FIRE Conference Line, to include CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer, 
Region Duty Chief, Unit Duty Chief, Staff Chief - Cooperative Fire (or designee) if 
available, and any other management personnel or others needed to answer 
questions regarding the specific FMAG application and qualifications for approval. 
This call should be arranged and take place within 15 to 30 minutes from the time 
of a CAL EMA request for additional information.  If CAL EMA has specific 
questions at the time of the conference call request, provide those questions to the 
Region Duty Chief so that there is time for CAL FIRE to prepare for the conference 
call. 

 
5. Receive notification from CAL EMA Fire and Rescue Duty Officer on FMAG 

Approval/Denial. 
 
6. Contact Region Duty Chief and Deputy Chief State and Federal Programs, or 

Alternate with FMAG Approval or Denial. 
 
Deputy Chief State and Federal Programs, or Alternate 
 
1. Assist Unit/Contract Counties with FMAG request efforts. 
 
2. Report progress of FMAG requests to Assistant Deputy Director, Cooperative Fire. 
 
END 
 
Next Procedure 
 
Handbook Table of Contents 
 
Forms or Forms Samples 
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