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EVACUATION OF FIRE AREAS 7728 
(No. 2  June 1990) 
 
CAL FIRE peace officers may close areas where a menace to public health or safety 
exists because of a calamity, such as a flood, storm, fire, earthquake, explosion, 
accident, or other disaster [PC§409.5(a)].  This has the effect of giving CAL FIRE peace 
officers authority to evacuate fire areas when necessary.  CAL FIRE peace officers 
should exercise this authority only when there is an imminent threat to human life.  If 
there is no imminent threat to human life, the CAL FIRE peace officer should do the 
following: 
 
• Request that such action be taken by the California Highway Patrol (CHP), the 

local sheriff's office, or local police department. 
 
• Recommend the extent of the action, specifying the reasons for evacuation and 

describing the time when the evacuation should be completed. 
 
• Cooperate with law enforcement agencies to the extent available CAL FIRE 

personnel and equipment are not needed for the emergency incident. 
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