
6255-1 

DEATH OF A WARD 6255 
(May 2003) 
 
Responsibility 
 
All 

 
 
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 
and the California Department of Youth Authority shall 
treat the death of a ward with the dignity and respect 
accorded persons who are not incarcerated. The 
procedures to be followed after death shall comply with the 
requirements of all applicable laws. (See Exhibit 6255 
Death of a Ward in a Youth Authority Institution.) 
 
Regardless of: 
 
1 IN-CAMP 
2. WORK PROJECTS 
3 EMERGENCY INCIDENTS 

 
CDF Work Area 
Supervisors 

 
If a ward death occurs under the supervision of CDF while 
in camp, the CDF personnel will take the following action: 
 
1. Determine medical situation/death. 
2. Secure the body. 
3. Secure the area and identify all witnesses. 
4. Notify CYA personnel. 
5. Protect others from potential danger. 
6. Advise local Emergency Command Center, (ECC) 

(Form FC 95) and confirm contact with CAL-OSHA. 
 
CYA Duty Officers 

 
If a CYA employee discovers or is notified by CDF staff of 
a possible death they shall immediately summon medical 
assistance. Pending arrival of medical assistance, the 
employee shall make every effort to preserve life and take 
the following action: 
 
1. Notify Camp Superintendent and Assistant Camp 

Superintendent. 
2. Determine medical situation/death. 
3. Confirm security of the body and of the area. 
4. Confirm medical response. 

 
(see next section) 
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