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Areas being logged present many special hazards that call for a high degree of safety 
awareness.   
 
When traveling to, from, or within an area being logged, make an extra effort to drive 
defensively.  There will be additional traffic hazards because of logging activities.  Be 
aware of logging truck traffic, especially when driving the typical narrow, dusty, and 
often steep logging roads. 
 
Because of their locations, the varied nature of the activities occurring at the site, and 
the physical makeup of logging sites, extreme caution must be used when working 
around logging operations.  For your own safety, and the safety of your co-workers, 
follow these guidelines when working at a logging site: 
 
• Wear a hardhat and appropriate footwear. 
 
• Notify loggers when you are working in the area. 
 
• Keep alert to a chain reaction in any movement of logs. 
 
• Be alert for changing weather, falling trees, snags, widowmakers, hangups, 

rolling logs, and trees that have been notched and partially cut. 
 
• Stay out of range of small uncut trees pushed over by log, tractor, or cable 

movement. 
 
• Stay away from the sides of loaded log trucks. 
 
• Keep well away from moving equipment and make sure the operators see you 

before you walk up to the equipment. 
 
• Do not stand on any downed tree that could be hit by a tree or struck by a 

skidded log. 
 
• Never stand in the loop of a line or in line with a cable under tension. 
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• Never cross over an active line in a cable logging operation.  If you must cross, 

cross under the line at a place protected by a stump or draw; know the signals 
being used. 

 
• Do not stand in front of any cable anchoring device, including stamps, rock bolts, 

and deadmen. 
 
• Never approach sawyers unannounced.  Locate them, call out, and be sure you 

are seen.  Always wait for them to complete a cut.  Always approach sawyers 
from above, never below. 

 
• Never walk below an active cat-road or downhill cable-logging operation where 

there is a danger of a loose log rolling. 
 
• Stay away from running lines, moving chokers, swinging logs, truck loading 

operations, power saw operations, decked logs, or any moving equipment. 
 
• Observe loading operations a few minutes before approaching. 
 
• Never cross the landing when loading is in progress until the loader operator has 

given the signal to cross. 
 
• Watch for the swing of the counterweight from loaders and swingboom yarders. 
 
• Stay clear of log decks. 
 
• Watch for binders being thrown over loads. 
 
• When traversing long covered slopes, avoid placing yourself on the downhill side 

of logs. 
 
• When approaching active operations in a vehicle, roll down your window to 

audibly determine the area of activity. 
 
• When driving a vehicle over logging roads covered with slash or limbs, keep your 

windows rolled up enough to prevent debris from snapping onto occupants. 
 
(see next section) 
 
(see HB Table of Contents) 
 
(see Forms or Forms Samples) 
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