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GLOSSARY OF TERMS: 
 
 
ANCHOR BOLTS Steel bolts that secure the mud sill to the foundation. 
 
BEARING WALL A wall that directly bears the weight of the roof. 
 
CEILING JOIST Timbers that support the ceiling. 
 
DIAGONAL 1" x 6" material laid obliquely, usually at 45 degree angle to the joist. 
SUBFLOOR  
 
DOOR JAMB A strip of metal or wood, set into masonry, metal, or wood door frame, for 

purpose of proper closure and weather stripping. 
 
FIRE BLOCK Blocks of two inches or more placed to prevent drafts in hollow walls or 

partitions. 
 
FLOOR JOIST Wood members laid at right angles over girders to support floor boards. 
 
FOUNDATION Concrete support of building footing and foundation wall normally poured 

simultaneously. 
 
FREEZE BLOCKS Exterior finish blocks that fit in between the rafter tails. 
 
GIRDER A timber or steel to support walls, beams or joists. 
 
HEADER A beam supporting the load over an opening. 
 
KING STUD Stud supporting the header of a window or door opening. 
 
MUD SILL A piece set directly on the foundation (normally treated wood or 

redwood). 
 
PIERS Concrete column which supports heavy timbers or girders. 
 
PIER PADS A piece of redwood or treated wood that sets on the top of a pier. 
 
PILINGS Vertical wood, steel, or concrete columns to support foundation footings 

in poor soil conditions 
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PLYWOOD 4' x 8' plywood sheets 1/2' thick laid at right angles to the joist. 
SUBFLOOR 
 
PURLIN A horizontal timber that supports the common rafter between the plate 

line and the ridge board. 
 
PURLIN BRACE A timber that supports the Purlin normally installed as close to 45 

degrees as possible from the bearing wall. 
 
RAFTERS Parallel members that support a roof. 
 
RIDGE The highest horizontal timber in a roof. 
 
RIDGE BRACE A brace that supports the ridge. 
 
RABBET OR A joint formed by fitting together rabbeted  
MORTISED JOINT boards or timbers. 
 
SHEATHING Laid at right angles over the rafters for the purpose of receiving the 

roofing nail. 
 
STRIKER PLATE Is mounted on or in door jamb to accept bolt or bar from locking 

assembly. 
 
STUD A vertical member forming a partition or wall of a house. 
 
TOP PLATE A horizontal member fastened to the tops of studs. 
 
TRIMMER Extra stud used to support headers. 
 
UNDER PINNING Members used to support timbers and/or joists. 
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