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TOPIC: How to Make a Catchall 

TIME FRAME: 45 Minutes 

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION:  

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVE:  

Condition: A level area, two or more students, and a salvage cover 
spread flat on the ground, finished side up 

Behavior: The students will construct a catchall with a salvage cover 
under simulated fire conditions. 

Standard: With a minimum of 70% accuracy 

MATERIALS NEEDED: § One salvage cover 
§ Two or more students 
§ A level area and  
§ One performance examination per student 
 

REFERENCES: § IFSTA, Essentials of Fire Fighting, 2nd Edition, Chapter 12 
§ IFSTA, Salvage and Overhaul Practices, 7th Edition 
 

PREPARATION: Salvage operations should reflect a concern for the effects of 
water accumulations on floors and floor coverings.  Although 
damage to the finish is always a concern, a greater concern is 
the way wood floors react to severe or prolonged dampness.  
A catchall can prevent floors from being damaged. 
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1. Position students 1a. Same side of salvage cover 

b. Each midway between center and 
end of salvage cover 

c. Kneeling down 

2. Roll one side of salvage cover 2a. Toward center 

b. Approximately 3 feet 

c. Evenly 

d. Tightly 

3. Reposition students 3a. At unrolled side of salvage cover 

b. Each midway between center and 
end of salvage cover 

c. Kneeling down 

4. Roll unrolled side of salvage cover 4a. Toward center 

b. Approximately 3 feet 

c. Evenly 

d. Tightly 

5. Prepare corners 5a. At each end of each side roll 

b. Offset last 3 feet of roll inward 

c. 90° to long axis of side rollFour 
corners formed 

6. Reposition students 6a. Same end of salvage cover 

b. Each midway between center and 
side of salvage cover 

c. Kneeling down 

7. Roll end of salvage cover 7a. Toward center 

b. To point astride corner 

c. Evenly 

d. Tightly 
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8. Interlock sides and ends 8a. Raising side roll 

b. With projecting ears 

c. Wrapped back and under side roll 
corners 

d. Prevents unrollingKeeps water 
inside catchall 

9. Reposition students 9a. Unrolled end of salvage cover 

b. Each midway between center and 
side of salvage cover 

c. Kneeling down 

10. Roll end of salvage cover 10a. Toward center 

b. To point astride corner 

c. Evenly 

d. Tightly 

11. Interlock sides and ends 11a. Raising side roll 

b. With projecting ears 

c. Wrapped back and under side 
rollcorners 

d. Prevents unrolling 

e. Keeps water inside catchall 
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APPLICATION: 

Student to practice until proficient. 
 
EVALUATION: 

A performance examination. 
 
ASSIGNMENT: 

To be determined by the instructor(s). 
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 POINTS 

1. Roll one side of salvage cover 3 feet toward the center. 
 

      10        

2. Roll opposite side of salvage cover 3 feet toward the center. 
 

      10        

3. Bend a 3 foot section at each end of the side rolls inward at a 90° 
angle. 

 

      20        

4. Roll one end of the salvage cover up astride the corner previously 
constructed. 

 

      10        

5. Interlock both corners by lifting the side rolls and tucking the end 
roll under. 

 

      20        

6. Roll the remaining unrolled end of the salvage cover up astride the 
remaining corners. 

 

      10        

7. Interlock both corners by lifting the side rolls and tucking the end 
roll under the side roll. 

 

      20        

 

ENTER TOTAL TIME: 
 

       :          

POINTS POSSIBLE: 
 

    100        

POINTS DEDUCTED: 
 

                 

FINAL SCORE: 
 

                 

 

 EVALUATOR’S SIGNATURE:                                                                    
 
 DATE:                                                                    
 

COMMENTS: 
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