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TOPIC: Fireline Flagging 

TIME FRAME: :15 

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: Level II 

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVE:  

Condition: Given a written quiz 

Behavior: The student will confirm a knowledge of fireline flagging 

Standard: With a minimum of 80% accuracy  

MATERIALS NEEDED:  Writing board with erasable markers 
 Roll of red/white “candy striped” flagging 
 Roll of Hot Pink “Escape Routes” flagging 
 Roll(s) of other colored flagging used by local Unit 
 

REFERENCES:  NWCG, PMS 410-1: Fireline Handbook 3, 2004 Edition 

 CAL FIRE Handbook 1738 
 

PREPARATION: It is very important for firefighters to be able to identify and 
interpret the meaning of flagging on the fireline.  The proper 
use and understanding of the flagging could be the difference 
between life and death or a delay of resources arriving at an 
incident. 
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I. FIRELINE FLAGGING 

A. Safety Flagging 

NOTE: Red and White 
“candy stripe” flagging 
has replaced the “old” 
yellow/black hazard 
flagging for Life Safety 
Hazard identification 
See 4306.5 for details 

 

1. Red and white “candy striped” flagging denotes 
Life Safety Hazards such as downed power 
lines, hazard trees, mineshafts etc. 

a. If feasible write on the red and white 
flagging the nature of the hazard; i.e. 
“snags – 200’ upslope” 

b. Some red and white flagging may be 
printed with black lettering “DANGER DO 
NOT ENTER” or “DO NOT CROSS” 

c. Remove the flagging when the hazard is 
abated 

2. Hot  pink color marked “ESCAPE ROUTE” in 
black lettering denotes Safety Zone(s) and/or 
Escape Route(s) 

a. As Escape Route(s) and Safety Zone(s) 
are changed or moved,  the flagging 
should be updated or removed as 
applicable 

B. Non safety flagging 

1. Other flagging colors 
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a. Firefighters should check with their Unit 
and cooperators to verify other flagging 
colors and there designations, i.e: 

(1) Orange or pink w/ “Spot-Fire” 

(2) Orange or pink w/ ”Killer Tree” 

(3) Blue = water source 

(4) Yellow “Fire Line” or “Crime 
Scene” 

(5) “Circus Flags” at Helibase 

(6) Others 
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SUMMARY: 

We have discussed the different colors and uses of flagging on the fireline.  It is important to 
correctly identify and understand the meaning of each color of flagging so they can be 
effectively and correctly used on the fireline.  It could be a matter of life or death. 
 
EVALUATION: 

The student will complete a written quiz at a time determined by the instructor. 
 
ASSIGNMENT: 

Review your notes in order to prepare yourself for the upcoming quiz.  Study for the next 
session. 
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