

EXHIBIT B

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

TO

ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR COORDINATION OF INTER-AGENCY

ACTIVITIES

RELATED TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT

OF THE

FRESNO AIR ATTACK BASE

ADMINISTERED

BY THE

U.S.D.A. FOREST SERVICE, SIERRA NATIONAL FOREST

AND 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION

FRESNO-KINGS RANGER UNIT

This Memorandum of Understanding is made and entered into by and between the USDA Forest Service, Sierra National Forest, hereinafter referred to as Forest Service and the California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection, Fresno-Kings Ranger Unit, hereinafter referred to as CDF, for coordination and cooperation in the development of a Joint Agency facility.  These two agencies have a mutual need for air base and dispatch facilities at Fresno, California, in order to effectively serve the public and carry out their respective agency responsibilities, mission and roles.  This Memorandum is entered into in accordance with provision 47 of the Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement dated January 1, 1989.

This Memorandum of Understanding is solely to document the desire of these two agencies to co-locate air base and dispatch facilities on a leased site at the Fresno Air Terminal Redevelopment Area.  No funding or project work is authorized herein.  Future agency responsibilities and funding commitments providing for the deposit of a monetary value or specific work tasks will be determined by one or more separate agreement.

We, the undersigned, endorse the concept of the Fresno Air Attack Base, and it is mutually agreed as follows:

A. The Forest Service accepts the role as lead agency for the planning, lease negotiating, designing and constructing of a Joint Air Attack Base and Dispatch Center that 

1) meets the needs of both agencies;  2)  minimize costs; and  3)  is in compliance with all County, State and Federal regulations.  Assistance will be provided when appropriate by the CDF. 

B. Both agencies will:

1. Seek budget approval to share in the approximate $5 million cost (including construction and engineering) of funding the Joint Air Attack Base and Dispatch Center.

2.
Participate in a steering committee to provide direction for this project and to formally review and approve preliminary and final plans for design of the joint Air Attack Base and Dispatch Center.

3.
Participate in a technical advisory committee to coordinate project needs.

4.
Participate in a design committee to coordinate design and engineering efforts.

5.
Participate in lease negotiations.

6.
Enter into negotiations for additional agreements to provide for the operations, management and maintenance of the Joint Air Attack Base and Dispatch Center.

C. Nothing herein shall be constructed to obligate the Forest Service or the CDF to expend monies or involve the United States or the State of California in any contract or other obligation for the future payment of money in excess of appropriations authorized by law.

D. This memorandum may be amended or supplemented by mutual agreement by the signators or their successors.  Either party may withdraw from this Memorandum by giving the other party at least ninety (90) days prior written notice.

E. Nothing in this Memorandum is to be construed as conflicting with existing laws, regulations, and prescribed responsibilities applicable to the respective parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto, by their duly authorized representatives, have executed this Memorandum as of the last date written below.

USDA – FOREST SERVICE


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

SIERRA NATIONAL FOREST 


DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY








AND FIRE PROTECTION








FRESNO-KINGS RANGER UNIT

By: ______________________


By: ________________________

      JAMES L. BOYNTON



      FRED H. BATCHELOR

      Forest Supervisor




      Ranger Unit Chief

Date: ____________________


Date: ______________________
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