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FEPP is not for personal use.  The Code of Federal Regulations states that anyone who 
knowingly converts for personal use (or use by another) anything of value belonging to 
the United States government may be subject to a maximum penalty of a $10,000 fine, 
or 10 years imprisonment or both. 
 
FEPP must be used 90 percent in fire protection support.  FEPP shop machinery and 
office equipment are not bound by the 90 percent rule if there is a fire protection need. 
Any acquisition for non-fire use must be justified in writing to the Forest Service 
Property Manager.  Contract counties and LFDs must also follow the 90/10 rule. The 
State Forester, regional Forest Service PMO and the FEPP Manager may authorize 
incidental or temporary use of FEPP equipment for activities other than fire protection 
only when abnormal wear and tear of FEPP will not result.  FEPP may be used during 
any emergency situation in which there is a threat to life and property; however the 
State Forester must approve the usage. When acquiring FEPP, the intended usage 
must be for fire protection support, not emergency situations such as search and 
rescue, medical responses or hazardous material responses. Guidelines for authorizing 
incidental use of FEPP are found in the USFS Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 3109.12, 
21.1, A through F and the FEPP Desk Guide, chapter 20.  
 
INTERNAL CONTROLS 
 
Property regulations require sufficient internal controls to prevent improper management 
and usage of FEPP.  
 
Separation of Duties 
 
One person must not control the duties of screening, picking up, distributing and 
disposing of property. Although staff is limited, the FLO or warehouse manager should 
ask for assistance in order to ensure an effective check and balance is in place.  
 
State Reviews and Audits 
 
The State Auditor and the CAL FIRE Program Accountability Unit are required to 
include FEPP in CAL FIRE audits. The Sacramento FEPP office participates with the 
USFS in program reviews.  The Sacramento FEPP office can also conduct field 
assistance trips for units wanting assistance in FEPP management. 
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