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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 2
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March 26, 1997

Honorable Tom Hamilton

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 2080

P. O. Box 942848

Sacramento, California 94248-0001

Dear Senator Hamilton:
Neutral if Amended SB 1189 as introduced February 21, 1997

The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) has reviewed SB 1189
would like to offer amendments which would satisfactorily remove the Office of the
State Fire Marshal (OSFM) as the responsible inspecting agency.

SB 1189 would require the Department of Health Services (DHS) to establish
drinking water standards for Methyltertiarybutylether (MTBE), and would require the
OSFM to require operators of refined petroleum pipelines to test every pipeline for leaks
every two years if the pipeline is within 1,000 feet of a drinking water well. Pipelines are
currently tested on a 2-5 year schedule, depending on age, cathodic protection and
leak history. Therefore, every pipeline is tested at least every five years, regardless of
location.

Recent data indicates these pipelines are NOT sources of MTBE contamination.

In early May 1997, the DHS provided the OSFM with a list of 15 water wells in
California with measurable levels of MTBE contamination. The OSFM compared the
locations with jurisdictional pipelines carrying refined petroleum products (e.g., gasoline,
jet fuel, diesel, etc.) Only four pipelines were located within one mile of these
contaminated wells. The OSFM then requested leak information for these pipelines
from the federal Office of Pipeline Safety (Form 7000-1 reports). No leaks were
identified for any of these four pipelines within the one-mile study area. On the other
hand, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has information that there
may be thousands of leaking underground fuel storage tanks. These underground
tanks are much more likely to be located near drinking water wells. More likely sources
are underground tanks (e.g. service stations), and not within the OSFM's jurisdiction.
(The only storage tanks for which the OSFM is jurisdictional are aboveground tanks,
because of fire safety concerns.) Requiring further hydrostatic testing of gasoline
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pipelines would be costly to the state and to pipeline operators, and ineffective since
nothing indicates the problem stems from this source.

Finally, the OSFM is a fire prevention agency, and its sole concern with
jurisdictional pipelines is the possibility of explosion and fire in the event of a leak or
other pipeline incident. Drinking water quality issues should be handled solely by the
DHS and SWRCB.

The department's amendments are attached for your consideration. We would
be pleased to discuss this position with you at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Wilson
Director

Attachment
cc: Members of the Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee

Deputy Secretary for Legislation, The Resources Agency
CDF Chief, Office of Legislation



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

SB 1189 (Hamilton) - as introduced
SECTION 1. Article 7.5 (commencing with Section 116610) is
added to Chapter 4 of Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and

Safety Code, to read:

Article 7.5. MTBE Detection
Section 116610.
(a) This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Local Drinking
Water Protection Act.
(b) Pursuant to Section 116365, the State Department of Health

Services shall establish a primary drinking water standard for

Methyitertiarybutylether (MTBE).

&

(ec) If MTBE is found in the groundwater at levels exceeding the primary

drinking water standard for that contaminant, the State Department



of Health Services shall take action as necessary for the protection
of the public from groundwater contamination pending removal of
the MTBE from the groundwater well. The department shall assist
persons or agencies responsible for the condition of the
groundwater in the development of a plan for the removal of the

MTBE.
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